
	  

	  

CLASSROOM DISCUSSION POINTS FOR SOUTH KOREA:  
 
TEACHERS:  
Have students answer the questions below based upon their viewing of the film 
clips. They should draw evidence from the videos to support their responses.	  
 
1. PEOPLE & SOCIETY:  
 
GOALS:  This series of questions is designed to elicit student knowledge about 
the government, economy and people of South Korea.   
BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS:  South Korea is a republic 
with nine provinces.  Its capital is located in the city of Seoul.  Over the past 
several decades, South Korea has become a highly industrialized, 
technologically-advanced country and global economic powerhouse.     
FILM CLIPS: Under FACTS AND HISTORY, have students watch the following: 
(1:45) 

• PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY ( :33) 
• INDUSTRIAL POWER ( :41) 
• PEOPLE & CULTURE ( :31) 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

- How did the South Korean government structure evolve after the Korean 
War ended in the 1950’s? 

- Describe the impact of the South Korean economy and its products on the 
rest of the world. 

- What is a prominent characteristic of South Koreans and how has that trait 
changed the country in recent times?  

 
2. HISTORY & CONFLICT: 
 
GOALS: This series of questions is designed to encourage students to explore 
the history of conflict within the Korean Peninsula during the 20th Century, as well 
as America’s role during and after the Korean War.        
BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS:  Although Korea was an 
independent and unified country for much of its history, Japan occupied the 
territory from the early 1900s until the end of World War II.     
FILM CLIPS: Under HISTORY, have students watch the following: (4:24)  

• WHY ARE THERE TWO KOREAS? (1:00)    
• THE KOREAN WAR (1950-1953) (1:38)  
• U.S. MILITARY OBLIGATIONS (1950-present) (1:46) 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

- Explain why there is a North Korea and South Korea, and why the two 
countries have not re-unified. 

- What caused the Korean War? 
- What two other countries got involved in the Korean War and how was the 

conflict resolved? 



	  

	  

- Describe the unusual relationship of the U.S. and Korean militaries during 
times of war.  

- Like the two Koreas, has America ever found itself so dramatically divided, 
geographically and politically?   

 
3. GEO-POLITICAL CONCERNS: 
  
GOAL:  This series of questions is designed to assess student understanding 
and thought about North Korean threats against South Korea and the resulting 
consequences.  
BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS:  North Korea routinely and 
unpredictably threatens other nations and South Korea in particular.  The 
Northern regime has an expansive armed military force, a weapons development 
program and has repeatedly tested nuclear devices.      
FILM CLIPS: Under HOT TOPICS, have students watch the following: (2:38)  

• GLOBAL THREAT FROM NORTH KOREA (1:35)  
• MILITARY STRENGTH IN NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA (1:03) 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

- How has North Korea threatened South Korea?  In your opinion, do these 
actions forebode a serious peril to the south? 

- What other countries has North Korea tried to intimidate? 
- Why do both North and South Korea share a common mistrust of Japan? 
- Compare the troop strength differences between the North Korean, South 

Korean and United States military forces. 
 
4. RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES: 
 
GOAL:  This series of questions is designed to promote analysis and critical 
thinking skills in students about South Korea’s long-term alliance with the United 
States.  
BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS:  After defeating Japan at the 
end of World War II, two Korean occupation zones were established with the U.S. 
in the south and the Soviet Union in the north.  Separate nations were later 
created in 1948 after hopes of reuniting the country were dashed.  America’s 
alliance with South Korea strengthened during the Korean War and continues 
today. 
FILM CLIPS: Under VIDEO AND HOT TOPICS, have students watch the 
following: (2:49) 

• U.S. TROOPS (1:07) 
• POSITIVE U.S. RELATIONSHIP ( :44) 
• U.S. IMMIGRATION ( :58) 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

- Recount the U.S. military troop presence in South Korea over the years 
and offer your thoughts about why it is so strong. 



	  

	  

- How do the South Korean people feel about Americans and our way of life 
and culture? 

- Have South Koreans had an impact on the United States?  In what way? 
	  


